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Winter Luncheon
Was Cozy
Our winter luncheon was held in January at the
Columbia Restaurant, on The Pier. The City of St.
Petersburg is getting closer to making a decision on a
design to replace the aging pier, so we are trying to
maximize our opportunities to eat there.
These luncheons include lots of visiting time. We
help each other to remember good times in high
school. For example, at the recent luncheon Ed
Parsley was talking about a girl he dated once. He
recognized the name of our classmate who sat
opposite him and recalled that he had dated her sister.
Gloria Slater Carnegie was quick to correct him in
that it was she he had dated!

In this candid photo, it was hard for class photographer James
Lyn Provo to capture smiling faces looking at the camera.
Starting with the back of Bill Buckingham, counterclockwise
are Judy Rogers Owens, Bob Walton, Norma Abbott, Dan
Abbott, Maggie Maier, Karl Maier, (hidden are Bill Classen,
Lil Olsen Classen, JoAnn Philpot Hagberg) and Sandra
Shoemake Buckingham.

Left to Right: Dick Jemison and Jim Budd enjoy a memory.
Myrtle Siemers Larson and her granddaughter Kahlua were
there, along with Lois Gillies Phillips and Jack Phillips.
Left to Right: Joan Bragg Parsley (SPHS Class of ’56) and Ed
Parsley. We apologize for catching Joan with her tongue out!

We really enjoy these brief reminisces of our youth
and many of our classmates travel from well out of
town to participate in the fun.

6oth Reunion is Creeping Up
Yes, we are already starting to think about 2014, the
sixtieth year since our graduation. The previous two
reunions were held in downtown St. Petersburg, with
the Hampton Inn being the headquarters. Two
evening meals were at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club.
These arrangements have become familiar and it
would seem to be the easiest for the committee to

Left to Right: Sally Cook Vazquez, June Ward Fleisher,
Sonya Jemison, and Susanne Gould Provo (SPHS Class of’56)
have their backs to the scenery. However, the mirrored wall in
front of them gives a full view of the bay front behind!
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duplicate. However, our decorations, hospitality and
program committees have worked so hard on the
previous reunions that we need for them to ease back
some and enjoy to themselves during the 60th. So,
we want to use the same venue, but put less stress on
our volunteer classmates. ☺
It seems that downtown St. Petersburg is constantly
changing and classmates who have not been here
lately will be amazed. There are at least two more
high-rise condos, an expanded Fine Arts Museum, a
Chihuly Glass Museum and lots of interesting new
shops on Beach Drive. The St. Petersburg Historical
Museum is still a fun place to visit, with new exhibits
every so often, Also, the Salvador Dali Museum
holds a lot of interest in its new, Dali-esque building
on the bay front. So, even if you attended the 52nd
and 55th reunions, there will be lots of new things to
see close to our proposed reunion headquarters.
If you want to help out with this reunion, contact
Boyd or Ron (see contact data on the back) and you
will be invited to the next committee meeting.

track of our classmates, but we thank Bill Moesker
for trying!
Ed Brown, who owns the distinction of being our
class’s audio-visual nerd, reports that he has moved
from Clearwater to Winchester, TN. and he loves it.

Prayer Concerns
Mike (Irene) Hillengas Renbarger has had a bad
start to the New Year: “Just a note to let you all know
I am HOME! Got home Thursday a.m., and by noon
the in-home therapists began to arrive. This will take
two or three weeks, then, I should be able to shed the
walker and hopefully the cane. I won’t be able to
drive for 3 months, so Jim will still have to be ‘on
call’. Can’t remember who knew about my little
accident, so, sorry if I’m repeating myself. I fell in
our garage January 15th, broke my right hip, had
surgery in the early hours of the 16th (and the doctor
said I did a very good job), was transferred to the
rehab facility on Jan. 18, and discharged on February
23rd. The rehab facility was very nice, the nurses,
CNAs, therapists, etc. were all very nice, BUT I am
so glad to be back in our own little home!” [In
Homosassa, FL]
Kathy Patrick (Bushnell, FL) writes about our
classmate John Patrick: “Just thought I would give
you a short update. He is still extremely weak and
exhausted. His entire body is in constant pain; he
can't use his hands very much; has a very difficult
time walking, and only weighs about 155 pounds. He
could not eat much for a while because everything
tasted extremely bitter. He is eating better now. He
freezes all the time even though we keep the heater
up on 76 degrees. He wears wool gloves all the time
to help keep them warm. He is sitting in his chair
now wearing a sweat suit and a heavy jacket. Will
have his platelets checked again on Jan 30th. Seems
to get a little better then goes backwards again. I can't
wait to see all of you again. Hope it’s real soon. Love
you all bunches, and may God pour His blessings out
upon you.”
Since this January report from Kathy, we have
received encouraging news about John in March via
Phyllis Reichelderfer Doescher: “I just had lunch
with John and Kathy and he is doing much better. He
still can't get around crowds because he might catch
something, but on the whole he is doing better.”

Letters & Notes
Karl Maier writes: “I have been growing orchids
since 1964. With the size of class we have, I would
think that others are doing the same. William Fender
is a top hybridizer of orchids, with many awards to
his credit. He has had one of his crosses named in
honor of classmate Fred Greiner. This hybridizer
utilizes the probability of positive characteristics
dominating to produce a superior flower. The early
flowering plants have produced large dark lavender
flowers that show much promise for the cross. There
is a good probability of some of them achieving
American Orchid Society awards. The name of the
orchid is Blc. Memoria Dr. Fred L. Greiner Sr. The
grower
is
on
the
internet
as
http://www.fendersflora.com/default.asp
He
is
located in Venice, Florida. Many years ago he was a
school teacher in the Pinellas County school system.”
Myrtle Siemers and Fred Larson observed their
57th wedding anniversary on January 2nd.
Bill Moesker lives in Blairsville, GA, as did our
classmate Frank Sharon. However, we have not
made contact lately with Frank. Bill Moesker did
some detective work for us and checked out several
former addresses for Frank in Blairsville, without
success. He also determined that Frank no longer
lives in Georgia. This serves to illustrate how we lose
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Ed Evans reports on his wife, Roberta: “Please tell
everyone THANKS for their prayers and concern.
Thanks to the new medicine she is taking at this point
Moffett [Cancer Center] says she is cancer free. That
means they cannot find it at this time. She has other
problems, but of course the cancer is the main
concern. She has asked me to take her fishing, so I
guess that is a good sign.”
Update from Myrtle Siemers Larson about
husband Fred who is recovering from a broken back
and falls: “One Day at a time. Fred is doing well
most days. He has lost some strength, but hopefully
as he gets more active again, he will regain that.”

the transferred seniors were systematically deleted
from the SPHS records by someone back in 1953! It
will remain a mystery as to why this was done, but
we still are in contact with many of our SPHS/BCHS
classmates. Several of them participate regularly and
are welcomed at our Class of 1954 events.

Helping Out
Many thanks go to these classmates for donations
to the class treasury in this quarter. Donations pay the
printing and postage costs for this newsletter, and to
subsidize our reunion costs:
Gloria Slater Carnegie
Jim Budd
Jon Fogerty

Graduations
Since our last newsletter we have learned of more
classmates leaving us. Often, these are not timely
reports:
Roy Anderson died at home in Floral City, FL last
April 18, according to his wife Connie Carroll
Anderson (SPHS Class of ’56). He had also attended
Boca Ciega High School, and was absent from our
SPHS class records (see article following).
Joan Bottomley Pinizzotto Montford passed
away last June12, in St. Petersburg. We learned of
this because the last newsletter was returned with a
“Deceased” stamp on it. An online Internet search of
obituaries provided details: Joan is survived by four
daughters and a son. She also had 13 grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren. Joan had survived two
husbands and was remembered for her devotion to
her children and grandchildren.

Generations
We have mentioned previously the accomplishments
of Judi Hirshberg Allen’s daughter, Sharon Owens.
Sharon and her associate, Sebastian Anzaldo, appear
on stage as Barbra Streisand and Frank Sinatra in a
concert that never really happened. Frank was about
30 years older than Barbra and they never performed
together. This act has been highly successful and the
duo has performed all over the world, with their main
venue being Las Vegas. On February 14, Valentine’s
Day, they appeared at Ruth Eckerd Hall in
Clearwater. It was a sold-out performance (2180
seats) and several of our classmates were there to
enjoy the event. The following photo was taken after
the performance:

SPHS Class Records Puzzle
We have and use a compilation of almost all SPHS
students enrolled from 1915 to 1975. This tabulation
was copied from the SPHS archives that are located
on the second floor of the school. The compilation
includes full names, birth dates and the date the
student left SPHS. It is useful for finding classmates,
either directly or through their siblings.
However, one quirk of the tabulation is the absence
of any student who transferred to Boca Ciega High
School in 1953 for their senior year. It was a mystery
for some time that we could not find Boca Ciega
students, who had attended SPHS, in the computer
tabulation. After looking up a number of people who
attended SPHS and BCHS, it became apparent that

L to R, at Ruth Eckerd Hall: Lois Gillies Phillips, Judi
Hirshberg Allen, Sharon Owens, Sebastian Anzaldo, Sally Cook
Vazquez, Myrtle Siemers Larson, Phyllis Reichelderfer
Doescher and June Ward Fleisher.
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Class Contacts:

Next luncheon is
Saturday, April 14, 2012

Class web site, where you can find addresses:
http://home.roadrunner.com/~parkcentral/

We will meet at The Hangar Restaurant
at Albert Whitted Airport. Gathering
time is 11:30 a.m. If you plan to attend,
please let Nancy Cramer Litten know
no later than Wednesday, April 11.
Nancy’s phone is (727) 392-7417.
Parking is adjacent to the facility.

nd

Reunions Chairman: Boyd Acklin, 1110 42 Ave.
N., St. Petersburg, FL 33703, (727) 527-0361 or
eacklin1@tampabay.rr.com
Contributions: Donations are a big help and they
keep this newsletter coming. Please send them to Lil
Classen, Treasurer, at 8037 Elbow Lane N., St.
Petersburg, FL 33710. Please make checks payable
to: “SPHS Class of ‘54”,
Classmate updates, news-to-share, etc., should be
sent to: Ron Rasmussen, Editor, 10212 58th Street,
Pinellas Park, FL 33782-2632, (727) 547-6857 or
rrasmus1@tampabay.rr.com

SPHS Class of 1954
10212 58th Street
Pinellas Park, FL 33782-2632
Address Service Requested
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