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Our 60
th

 reunion is now in the books. We saw 

classmates from all over the country converge on 

our reunion hotel in downtown St. Pete. There were 

56 classmates, accompanied by another 18 guests 

attending one or more of the events. 

Perhaps a major part of the 60th reunion was the 

getting ready. For years prior, the decorations and 

hospitality committees met to plan and execute 

their part. This community time was part of the 

reward for the hard work and dedication of the 

reunion committee members. Now that the reunion 

is over, things will slow down to the quarterly 

luncheon get-togethers.  

The steering committee and the sub-committees 

met together often at the Acklin home. Pat is the 

perfect hostess and tended to over feed us after our 

business sessions ended. Having a central place to 

meet was very much appreciated.  

One reunion damper was the prevailing rain and 

overcast the entire weekend. Our classmate, Geri 

Martin Willingham, should get the heroine award 

for her part. On the first day, Geri accompanied the 

circus wagon (part of the decorations) to the hotel. 

She was in the back of a pickup truck, holding a 

tarp over and steadying the wagon in the driving 

rain!  

 

A door prize was awarded each evening. On 

Saturday, lucky Lois Gillies Phillips took home a 

painting by accomplished class artist Neil 

Gatewood. His painting depicted the Coliseum as it 

would have been during the grand march at our 

1953 Prom. Neil did a painting of the Pier for our 

last reunion, and his art is in the St. Pete Historical 

Museum, depicting the 1914 flight of the Benoist 

airboat on the first-ever commercial flight. 

June Ward Fleisher won the door prize on Friday. 

 
 

 

Starlight and 

Sawdust - Reprise 

 

 

Cutting a 

rug are two 

west coast 

classmates, 

Bernie 

Wade from 

California 

and 

Marlene 

Matouk 

Haugland 

from 

Oregon.  

A few of the 

many 

Registration 

desk 

volunteers 

are, Left to 

Right: 

Sally Lou 

Carlson 

Cronk, Sylvia 

Hommer 

Acton and 

Gail 

Willingham 

Payne. 

After drying 

out and 

getting 

dressed, Geri 

was ready to 

party. 
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Chuck Burnham (left) came all the way from California and 

George Perkins came from Connecticut. 

 
Nancy Carson Parker (Left, from Texas) and Fran 

Ellinwood had fun catching up. 

 
The a capella SPHS Pitchforks sang beautifully for us on 

Saturday evening. 

 
Boyd Acklin is showing off the Circus Wagon the Acklins 

provided for decorating the banquet room. Don Bogue is 

admiring the wagon creation that Geri Martin Willingham 

helped transport to the Hilton in the rain. 

 

 
Group pictures were taken by James Lyn Provo each day. 

 
Anyone wanting this group photo can probably contact Lyn 

Provo to make arrangements with him directly for a copy. 

 

Our class 

president, 

Roger Fleming 

and wife Jean 

came from 

Colorado for 

the 60
th

 

reunion. 
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Lois Gillies Phillips won Neil’s painting of the Coliseum. 

 

 
 

Class Directory 
 

A class directory was printed and mailed to those 

who requested them. There are a few still available 

for anyone who may want one, on a first-come 

basis. Please contact Lil Olsen Classen, Class 

Treasurer, if you want to get one of these 

directories. 
 

Graduations 
 

Kenneth Nipper passed away on January 3, 2014 

in Tallahassee. Although a Boca Ciega grad, Ken 

had attended our reunion activities in the past. He 

was a FSU grad and served as City Manager of 

Titusville, Lake Wales, Orange Park and Lake 

Worth. After retirement, he volunteered as 

doorkeeper for the Florida legislature. He is 

survived by wife Jeanette, 2 siblings, 5 children, 12 

grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. Services 

and burial were in Tallahassee. 

Jim Budd died April 27, 2014, just a week 

before our class reunion. Ironically, Jim had co-

chaired the prom in 1953 for which our 60
th

 

reunion was themed. Jim was a lifelong St. Pete 

resident and following college at Sewanee and 

service in Italy with the Army he worked as a 

stockbroker. Jim had served as lay leader, Sunday 

school teacher and senior warden at The Cathedral 

Church of St. Peter. He is survived by two 

daughters, a son and seven grandchildren. 
 

Caring Classmates 
 

Donations to the class treasury help to keep this 

newsletter coming and to meet other class 

expenses. Here are those who gave cash and in-

kind donations since our last newsletter:  
Anonymous 

Bernie Wade 

Bob Bew 

Bob McLane 

Boyd Acklin 

Carl Branan 

Cloe Carroll Dance 

Dan Richardson 

Don Bogue 

Fran Ellinwood 

Geri Martin Willingham 

Gail Willingham Payne 

Glenna Miller Clouser 

James Lyn Provo 

Janet Sieck 

Joanne Biringer Schlinder 

Jon Fogarty 

Karl Maier 

Lona Herndon Love 

Lois Gillies Phillips 

Marie Lewis Hunt 

Marie Sawyer Wolf 

Merilyn Sweet Johnson 

Myrtle Siemers Larson 

Nan Hess Spaulding 

Nancy Carson Parker 

Nancy Cramer Litten 

Nancy LeVangie Warrenfells 

Neil Gatewood 

Pat Reeves Acklin 

Paul Spivey 

Phyllis Reichelderfer Doescher 

Roger Fleming 

Ron Rasmussen 

Sally Cook Vazquez  

Sandra Collins Stevens 

Sandra Hollins Jemison 

Sylvia Hommer Acton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sally Cook 

Vazquez is 

looking 

lovely with 

husband 

Willie at the 

banquet on 

Saturday 

evening. 

 

A special gift was received by friends of Gloria Slater 

Carnegie. The Concept Bait Company provided fabulous 

banquet hall decorations, including massive green drapes, 

chair covers and table cloths at no cost to the class. Need 

catering or decorations? Find them: www.conceptbait.com 

or 4123 - 8th Ave. S., St. Pete, 33711 – (727) 321-5350. 
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Class Contacts: 
 

Class 0f 1954 web site, where you can find it all: 
http://sphs1954.org/ . Help us keep your data current! 

 

Reunions Chairman: Boyd Acklin, 1110 42
nd

 

Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33703, (727) 527-0361 

or eacklin1@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Contributions: Donations are a big help and they 

keep this newsletter coming. (Our 12
th

 year!) Please 

send them to Lil Classen, Treasurer, at 8037 Elbow 

Lane N., St. Petersburg, FL 33710. Please make 

checks payable to: “SPHS Class of ‘54”, 
 

Classmate updates, news-to-share, etc., should be 

sent to: Ron Rasmussen, Editor, 10212 58
th

 Street, 

Pinellas Park, FL 33782-2632, (727) 544-2374 or 

ronr@alumni.ufl.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Reunion luncheon is  
 Saturday, July 12, 2014 

 

Because of the May reunion, we 
skipped the regular April luncheon and 
will resume at the Courtside Grill in the 
Carillon area of north St. Pete. 
Gathering time is 11:30 a.m. If you plan 
to attend, please let Nancy Cramer 
Litten know by Thur., July 10. Nancy’s 
phone is (727) 392-7417.  

 

http://www.courtsidegrille.com/ 
 

SPHS Class of 1954 
10212 58

th
 Street 

Pinellas Park, FL 33782-2632 
Address Service Requested 


